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This special issue includes papers presented at the 17th International Conference “Enterprise and the Competitive 
Environment”, ECE 2014, that was held in March 6–7, 2014 on the premises of the Mendel University in Brno, 
Czech Republic, (https://ece.pefka.mendelu.cz/node/14). 
The conference was organized by the Faculty of Business and Economics, Mendel University in Brno. The aim of 
the conference was to explore the possible impacts of the financial and economic crisis on the competitive 
environment of the companies acting on the global market and to find out the possible solutions for removing 
negative impacts of the crisis on the enterprises worldwide. The conference covered following topics: 
x Contemporary challenges of European economies 
x New trends in the business economics and finance 
x Management in the new environment 
x Quantitative methods in business 
x Accounting, taxes and finance in the global environment 
x Marketing, trade and tourism 
x IS/ICT and competitiveness of enterprises 
x Enterprise in legal and social environment 
x Global competitive environment 
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The participants of the conference emphasized that financial and economic crisis has changed the economic, 
legal and political environment of the enterprises acting on the global market. Based on that they concluded that the 
research of the general impacts on the global economy and research of the individual national impacts in the EU 
Member states and effort to remove or minimize the negative impacts represent a key challenge for both the 
European Union and national governments.  
There have been presented 234 papers from different countries as Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Brunei, Hungary, 
Germany, Korea, Libya, Netherlands Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine, and Czech Republic. Papers, which are 
included in this volume passed successfully through the peer-review process. 
We would like to thank to all participants of the conference for inspiring research presentations and fruitful 
discussions. We also thank to members of the organizing team for their support and hard work which contributed to 
the successful organization of the conference. Moreover, we also thank to all the reviewers and the members of 
scientific committee, which contributed to the organization of high-level scientific conference.  
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